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of Sir Henry Rawlinson, Sir Bartle Frere, and Lord
Napier of Magdala, contain scarcely a single refer-
ence to the financial aspects of the policy which they
advocate. On the other hand, nothing can be more
precise than the declarations of many of those most
competent to express an opinion on the question,
that the frontier could not be advanced without
causing a most serious permanent addition to the
military expenditure of India. Lord Lawrence,
speaking of such an advance as is now contemplated,
declared that it would " paralyse the finances of
India." This was not simply his individual opinion.
It has been often said that no Governor-General
was ever surrounded by abler men than those who
constituted the Council of the Viceroy in 1867,
and the despatch which contains this remarkable
declaration was signed not only by Lord Lawrence,
but by the Commander-in-Chief, Sir \V. H. Mansfield
(afterwards Lord Sandhurst), Sir H. S. Maine, Mr.
G. N. Taylor, Mr. W. N. Massey, Sir Henry Durand,
and Mr. G. U. Yule. This despatch, moreover, was
addressed to Sir Stafford Northcote, who was then
Secretary of State for India, and its conclusions
were accepted by him and the Government of which
he was a member. In view of these facts I think
it may be fairly asked, if the expenditure necessary
to carry out a particular policy would have paralysed